io                Hcwy of Navarre.

the religion by law established under Mary Tudor
or Elizabeth probably saw no essential difference
between a service said in Latin or in English, but
the most careless Gallio could not but perceive
something more than a dissimilarity in forms be-
tween the prayers in a Calvinist meeting-house and
the " idolatrous sacrifice " of the Mass.

Francis L had long shrunk from persecution, but
having once begun he showed no further hesitation.
During the remainder of his reign ami the whole of
that of his son Henry II. (1534 1539) the cruelty of
the sufferings inflicted on the Reformers increased
with the number of the victims. At first they were
strangled and burnt, then burnt alive, then hung in
chains to roast over a slow fire. It was found that
this last method of prolonging their agony gave
them time to sing their psalms and to pray for their
persecutors from the midst of the flames. Kven the
stupid ferocity of the mob might be touched ; it was
therefore ordered that they should be gagged ; but
the fire snapped the cords, the gag fell out and the
ejaculations of the half-charred lips excited pity : it
seemed a safer plan to cut out the tongues of the
heretics before they were led to execution.

The Edict of Chateaubriand (155 1), taking uway all
right of appeal from those convicted of heresy, was
followed by an attempt to introduce an Inquisition
on the model of that of Spain, and when this failed
owing to the opposition of the lawyers, the Edict of
Compifegne (1557) denounced capital punishment
against all who in public or private professed any
heterodox doctrine.